
Local
Firefighters removed debris from inside a
house that burned Tuesday in the 7900 block
of Prospect Avenue. The fire came on a day
with record high temperatures in Kansas City.

Blazing heat inside and out
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O ne benefit of writing an
opinion column is the
connection you build

with readers. I hear from all
sorts of folks, but mostly they
fall into two camps.
There are those who agree with
my point of view and therefore
consider me something of a
genius. Great minds and all that.
And then there are those who
consider me an ignorant boob
because they see things differ-
ently. It’s a nice balance. The
slams, especially, keep you hum-
ble.
One of my favorites came some
years ago from a Blue Springs
man who took issue with obser-
vations I’d made about a radio
talker. Me complaining about so
and so, the letter writer said, “is
kind of like a skunk complaining
that a dead possum stinks.”
It made me laugh, so I framed it
and for years it’s shared the
same wall with a missive from
yet another critic.
Instead of writing a letter,
though, this guy went to the
trouble of clipping out that day’s
column and sending it to me.
It’s not like I needed another
copy, but on it he’d scrawled a
message with a black Sharpie:
“More liberal hogwash and sour
grapes — live with it, loud-
mouth.”
We all have opinions. For the
past 141⁄2 years, I’ve given you
my take on the news of the day.
Hard telling the exact number of
columns I’ve written. Some-
where between 1,900 and 2,000.
If you think that’s an awful lot of
opinions for any one person to
dish out, I’d agree with you.
That’s especially so when you
figure that each column con-
tained one if not several nuggets
from my gold mine of sparkling
insight.
It’s way more opinions than I
imagined I had in me at the
start. Having spent the prior 19
years as a straight-news report-
er, I was curious what the transi-
tion had been like for other
reporters-turned-columnists.
So I asked Art Brisbane out to
lunch. He was executive editor
at the time, but in an earlier life
he’d done two stints as a metro
columnist.
Surely Art would have some
helpful observations, and one of
them stuck with me.
“There’ll be days,” Art said,
“when you’ll open the newspa-
per to your own column and say
to yourself, ‘Why can’t that
blowhard just shut the hell up?’ ”
Yes, there have been days like
that. Maybe not as many as
some of you’ve had, but enough
to know that the time would
come when I’d welcome a
change.
That’s one reason I’m eager to
return to my roots. Another is I
can write more in depth than
this column format allows, so
from now on look for my byline
as a full-time reporter for The
Star, covering local government
on both sides of the state line.
Reporters aren’t supposed to
insert opinions into news sto-
ries, and neither will I. When I
feel like sharing my views, I’ll
dole them out to my family,
friends or the dog — if he’ll
tolerate it.
I’ll still be covering the stories
that matter to Kansas Citians.
Let’s keep in touch.
To reach Mike Hendricks, call
816-234-4738 or send email to
mhendricks@kcstar.com.

I’M READY
TO RETURN
TO ROOTS
MIKE HENDRICKS

COMMENTARY

As part of an initiative to get kids reading
more, the Kansas City, Kan., School District and
the KCK Chamber of Commerce is asking the
community to donate new and gently used
books, cash and bookstore gift cards now
through Aug. 10.

The book drive also will help replenish class-
room libraries that experienced budget cuts.
All books appropriate for preschool through
12th-grade students will be accepted at loca-
tions throughout town, including the chamber,
1017 N. Sixth St., and the district’s central office,
2010 N. 59th St. To learn more, go to
www.kckps.org/reading or call 913-279-2225.
| Dawn Bormann, dbormann@kcstar.com

KCK | Buy a book, help a student 

SHORT TAKE

Welcome to our new lineup of columnists for the Local news section. A few faces will be familiar, but we’ll also be adding fresh faces to the
mix — and new topics aimed at giving our readers more information on subjects you have told us matter most to you. 

C.W.
Gusewelle
continues on
Sundays.

Steve
Kraske’s
political
column will
move to the
Saturday
Local front.

Joe Robertson Glenn E. Rice

SUNDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

James Hart Alan Bavley

James Hart will
bring a touch of
the Crime Scene
KC blog to
Wednesdays,
alternating with
Alan Bavley on
health and Joe
Robertson and
Mara Williams
on education.

Mara Williams

Christine 
Vendel, Mark
Morris and
Glenn E. Rice
will bring you
public safety
news on 
Fridays.

NEW VOICES ON LOCAL NEWS

Christine Vendel Mark Morris
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Mary
Sanchez will
appear on
Mondays and
Thursdays.

MONDAY AND
THURSDAY

M issing Missouri Highway Pa-
trol trooper Frederick Guthrie
was never one to consider

himself a hero, even when the governor
of Missouri said otherwise.

Then-Gov. Matt Blunt presented
Guthrie a state Medal of Valor for his
2007 rescue of a woman who was cling-
ing to a buoy in Smithville Lake after
being thrown from her boat during a
heavy thunderstorm.

Authorities think Guthrie drowned
Monday afternoon while on flood duty
in Holt County in Northwest Missouri.
His patrol vehicle was found at the
junction of Missouri 118 and Missouri
111 later that day, boat still in tow

Details of how the 46-year-old died
have not been determined. The body of

his K-9, Reed, was recovered about 6:25
p.m. Tuesday, about 50 yards from his
vehicle.

It appears that Guthrie and the dog
were swept away by swift floodwaters. 

Guthrie was patrolling streets, homes
and farms that had been evacuated, Sgt.
Sheldon Lyon said. He and his dog were
last seen at 1 p.m. Monday.

Initially, authorities were unsure
what had happened and sealed the area
as a crime scene. Later, they deter-
mined no crime had occurred and be-
gan to search for Guthrie. The search
on Tuesday turned to a recovery mis-
sion when they concluded he drowned.

“There is that urgency, because when
it is your friend, when it is your col-
league, when it is someone you’ve
worked with for a long time and you
think a lot of, we want to get this mis-
sion over with,” Lyon said.

Two planes from the patrol’s aircraft
division were used Tuesday, as well as
officers with the water patrol division. 

At least 24 troopers using grapples
and other devices searched waters to
find Guthrie, Lyon said.

With help from the Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation and the Army
Corps of Engineers, the patrol was
building a temporary berm to redirect
the moving water from the scene, in an
effort to aid searchers, Lyon said. 

Guthrie, who was assigned to the
Highway Patrol’s water division, joined
the Highway Patrol in January 1994.
Most recently, he served in Troop A in
Platte County.

“He is the nicest person I have ever
worked with,” Lyon said. “You knew
when you worked with Fred it was go-
ing to be a good day.” 

When Gov. Blunt honored Guthrie
for saving the woman in 2007, Guthrie
said he didn’t consider himself a hero.

“I was just at the right place at the
right time and doing my job,” he said.
To reach Glenn E. Rice, call 816-234-4341
or send e-mail to grice@kcstar.com.

MISSING TROOPER | Focus now on recovering body

SEARCH TURNS GRIM

MIKE RANSDELL | THE KANSAS CITY STAR 

Authorities think that Missouri Highway Patrol Trooper Frederick Guthrie drowned Monday while on flood duty in
Holt County in northwest Missouri. On Tuesday, the search turned from rescue to recovery.

Missouri officials think
Frederick Guthrie was
swept away by flooding.

By GLENN E. RICE
The Kansas City Star

JEFFERSON CITY | A new law
barring Missouri school teach-
ers from exchanging messages
with students on social-media
websites such as Facebook is
drawing national attention —
and criticism.

Lawmakers passed the Amy
Hestir Student Protection Act
in May, and Gov. Jay Nixon
signed it into law last month.

Named for a Missouri
woman who testified that she
was manipulated into a sexual
relationship with a teacher
while in junior high, the wide-
ranging bill contains several
new provisions for reporting
instances and allegations of
sexual misconduct by teachers
and school employees.

But what’s attracting re-
newed attention as students
prepare to go back to school
are provisions requiring dis-
tricts to draft policies restrict-
ing how teachers may commu-
nicate with students. Among
those provisions are very spe-
cific limits on teacher-student
contact through social-media
websites.

Some local and national
media have interpreted the so-
cial-networking measures to
mean teachers cannot become
“friends” with students or con-
tact them in any way on Face-
book. 

The ACLU, meanwhile, has
raised concerns that the lan-
guage may be so restrictive
that teachers could not legally
open an account on network-
ing sites used by students. 

Bill sponsors and state-level
education groups, however,
contend the language does al-
low teachers to have presences 

Law on
‘friending’
confounds
teachers
Districts wrestle with
how to handle Missouri
limits on social-media
contact with students.

By JASON NOBLE 
The Star’s 

Jefferson City correspondent

SEE FACEBOOK | A6

PEDALING FOR
PROGRESS

ALLISON LONG | THE KANSAS CITY STAR 

Bob Votruba of
Cleveland gave a
thumbs-up to Grand
Boulevard motorists
Tuesday as he biked with
a sign to draw awareness
to domestic violence
and sexual abuse.
Votruba launched his
Kindness Bicycle and
Bus Tour in May and
plans to bike nearly
8,500 miles across the
country. It’s part of his
One Million Acts of
Kindness Program,
which he started in
2007.


