
and start sharing  
your knowledge tomorrow

Our Master of Arts in Education 
and Innovation includes 21 credits 
of your choice. It’s almost like 
designing your own degree!

Apply Today to Start in August
Also available:  
M.A. in Teaching English as a Second 
Language

Teachers! Design Your Own Degree 

Kansas City Metropolitan Campus
I-435 and Holmes

816-444-1000 • webster.edu/kc

57955

 Fuel 
Your
TODAY’S CODE NUMBER

www.StarAdvantageKC.com

Controlling your cholesterol may be important 
in lowering your risk of heart attack and stroke.

Do you have
high cholesterol?

We Can't Do It Without YOU!www.radiantresearch.com

913.599.5656

You may qualify for a cholesterol research study if you: 

• are 18 - 85 years of age

• have a history of high cholesterol

• are diabetic and not taking cholesterol medication

Qualified participants receive all study-related care and

investigational study medication at no cost and may be

compensated for time and travel expenses during

participation in the study.

A8 TUESDAY, JULY 5, 2011 WWW.KANSASCITY.COMTHE KANSAS CITY STAR.

Bremby, who was fired in No-
vember from his position as
secretary in the department af-
ter Sunflower accused him of
delaying its permit. Bremby is
now the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Social Services com-
missioner.

The root of the problem is
the company’s permit, which
mandated that Sunflower be-
gin construction within 18
months.

But six months has passed
and no construction has begun
because of an appeal filed by
the Sierra Club. The case is
now before the Kansas Su-
preme Court.

“Given the current pace of
the review proceeding, it is
possible that the litigation will
not be concluded before the 18-
month deadline,” Earl Watkins,
Sunflower CEO, wrote in the
June 1 letter obtained by The
Kansas City Star from the
Sierra Club. 

Even if the case is concluded
before the 18-month deadline,
Sunflower “may not have suffi-
cient time after the litigation to
take the steps that would be
needed to commence con-
struction prior to the deadline
expiring,” Watkins wrote.

If the permit expires, Sun-
flower would have to apply for
a new permit all over again, ex-
perts said. 

Earlier last month, Sunflower
officials asked the state to
“stay,” or put a hold, on the per-
mit. They asked that the stay
begin on June 1. It would have
the effect of stopping the clock,
“thus preserving the status
quo,” Sunflower’s letter said.

Rather than a “stay,” compa-
nies typically ask for an “exten-
sion” of an air-quality permit,
experts said. An extension re-
quires that an air pollution
analysis be done, and the per-

mit extension must consider all
new air pollution rules and reg-
ulations, both state and federal.

Sunflower officials said last
week that they could not spe-
cifically respond to questions
about the stay, which has been
challenged by the Sierra Club.

“Sunflower is currently
working on a response to the
questions raised by Sierra Club
in regard to our motion for a
stay,” said Cindy Hertel, a Sun-
flower spokeswoman. “There-
fore … it would not be appro-
priate to respond to your ques-
tions while the matter is still
under consideration by
KDHE.”

KDHE also did not respond
to questions about the stay.

Exactly how the stay would
work is unclear.

But the Sierra Club argues
that granting the stay would, in
effect, mean the permit would
not have to include new cli-
mate change pollution regula-
tions that went into effect Jan.
2, just two weeks after KDHE
approved the permit.

Indeed, Sunflower had
pushed state environmental
regulators last year to rush ap-
proval of the permit by the end
of December, thereby avoiding
the climate change pollution
laws.

As for some government reg-
ulators and others, the stay re-
quest is so unusual that it has
them scratching their heads. 

“I don’t know what (a stay)
means,” said Rich Hood, EPA
Region 7’s associate regional
administrator. “And our air
people don’t know either.”

EPA has sent Sunflower’s re-
quest for a stay to its Office of
General Counsel in Washing-
ton, D.C., Hood said.

“At this point, they don’t
have an interpretation,” he
said.

EPA, which authorizes Kan-
sas to enforce the federal clean

air laws, watches the permit-
ting process closely.

Zakoura, the energy attorney,
agreed a stay would be un-
usual, and added one more
question: Should a stay or ex-
tension even be requested at
this point?

He said the timing was un-
usual because normally such a
request would not come dur-
ing the middle of a court re-
view, but instead come at the
conclusion of the case.

“They can’t fiddle with that
while it is at the court,” Za-
koura said.

Bremby agreed an extension
is generally requested at the
end of the 18-month period. As
for a stay, he said that in his ex-
perience he had never even
seen one requested. 

KDHE, which will be making
a ruling on the stay, gave Sierra
Club the opportunity to re-
spond to Sunflower’s request
for the stay. 

Sierra Club attorneys said in
their response that if Sun-
flower needs more time, an ap-
plication for an extension is re-
quired.

“Sunflower must apply for an
extension if it wishes to post-
pone construction,” wrote
Amanda Goodin and Todd
True, the attorneys. “Sunflower
may not escape the application
for an extension by attempting
to term its requested extension
a ‘stay.’ ”

Stephanie Cole, a Sierra Club
spokeswoman, said she be-
lieves Sunflower wanted to get
the permit early to avoid not
only the greenhouse gas rules
but also several proposed ones
that are likely to be approved in
the next couple years. 

“They wanted to lock in the
permit so they can beat the
new air pollution rules,” Cole
said.

Cole said her group began
raising concerns last summer

that Sunflower was applying
prematurely for the permit and
would later need to seek exten-
sions.

That’s because Sunflower
and Tri-State Generation, the
Colorado utility that will own
the plant and sell its electricity
to Colorado residents, have not
been able to demonstrate there
is a need for the electricity, she
said. 

Tri-State acknowledged in an
email Wednesday that the Sun-
flower plant near Holcomb is
considered a long-term option.

The initial denial of Sun-
flower’s permit in 2007 made
the plant unavailable to meet
near-term electricity needs,
which were then met by other
resources, the company said.
And now the Sunflower appeal
of the permit creates “signifi-
cant uncertainty that has the
potential to further delay our
evaluation.”

Sunflower now is among the
company’s “long-term resource
options in later years.”

According to Tri-State plan-
ning records, no new genera-
tion is required through at least
2019.

Cole also questioned
whether KDHE should be de-
ciding whether to grant Sun-
flower a stay because of recent
news reports that found the
state agency and Sunflower
had a cozy relationship during
the permitting process.

The relationship was so
close that KDHE allowed Sun-
flower to respond to questions
from the public about the pro-
ject and then passed some of
the answers off as its own, The
Star reported after reviewing
1,400 emails. Those questions
and answers were supposed to
help shape the permit’s re-
quirements.
To reach Karen Dillon, call
816-234-4430 or send email to
kdillon@kcstar.com.

PERMIT: Sierra Club argues against the stay
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which was slated for a never-built Target.
He called Animal Control. 

“I told them, ‘I think I found out where
your snakes are coming from.’ ”

For some, the first thought is to kill
them. For others, it might be to give them
an escort out of town.

Without question, rattlesnakes have a
bad reputation among humans. For many,
just the sight of one of these heat-sensing
vipers with its large, angular head and
black or brown chevron shapes conjures
up a paralyzing fear or a violent reaction. 

They even spooked Indiana Jones. 
But Walker and others are not so ophi-

diophobic.
The first clue is when Walker calls tim-

ber rattlers “the puppy dogs of the rattle-
snake world.” 

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks has warm feelings too, listing them
among the “species in need of conserva-
tion” — animals that cannot be hunted or
killed unless they are threatening to attack. 

But the little rattlers, living and let living
for as long as 20 to 25 years, are mild-man-
nered.

“Timbers will rarely rattle, let alone
strike. It takes a lot of energy to strike,”
Walker said, so the strike is saved for hunt-
ing and feeding. “Their first line of defense
is to blend in.” 

Walker thinks the relocation project was
unprecedented — moving an entire nest of
dozens to save them from ultimately fatal
contact with humans.

Herpetologists and wildlife specialists
from five surrounding states converged to
help Walker and her research partner, re-
tired KU professor George Pisani, now an
adjunct with the Kansas Biological Survey. 

“Our initial intent was to save as many as
we could catch and move them,” Walker
said. 

However, these were not a few slithering
singles, but a serpent community, estab-
lished over a decade.

“Snakes have family groups, are familiar
with one another, and they recognize their
den mates,” said Walker. 

“We saw an opportunity to test a new
model of conservation — keep as many
snakes from a single population together
and move them to a suitable area. Our
hope was that they could re-establish their
same population somewhere else.”

The first spring after their discovery, a
host of volunteers clutching grabbers
snatched the emerging snakes and stuffed
them into buckets.

“I think I caught 20 by myself,” Shipman
said. 

Many were kept at the Lenexa Police De-
partment while Walker and Pisani im-
planted the transmitters.

Eventually, Pisani found a new den, the
location a well-kept secret.

“We herded them one by one in the new
den,” he said. “I mean we literally shooed
them into the hole.”

The biggest worry was cold weather. If
the habitat around the new den was too

different, the serpents could die under-
ground in hibernation.

“It was risky,” Walker said. “We didn’t
know if they would survive the winter.
When they did, when we heard the first
signal, we were jumping up and down,
elated.”

Not all survived. One, in shallow hiber-
nation, froze. A raptor got another — the
transmitter was found under a shade tree.

Pisani said Lenexa hasn’t had any rattle-
snake problems since the relocation.

Today, Walker is known in the animal
conservation kingdom for the successful
relocation. She and her college student as-
sistants have traveled the country telling

the story. It has showed up in scientific
journals such as the International Reptile
Conservation Foundation. 

Walker gets calls from across the coun-
try “wanting to know how we did it.” Usu-
ally, she said, when a rattlesnake is found in
a residential area, it’s just moved about a
mile away.

But before you plop one in your Prius for
a spin, listen to the snake lady.

“It doesn’t work,” Walker said. “They
will just follow their own scent right back
home.”
To reach Mará Rose Williams, call
816-234-4419 or send e-mail to
mdwilliams@kcstar.com.

RATTLERS: Relocation featured in journals
FROM A4

RICH SUGG | THE KANSAS CITY STAR

Mindy Walker, an assistant biology professor at Rockhurst University, and
Rockhurst student Chris Dexter checked for snakes recently at Hidden Valley
Park, where traps had been set the day before. No snakes were found, though. 

A HISTORICAL SMOKE BREAK

SUSAN PFANNMULLER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR

It was 1812 again on Monday during an Independence Day
celebration at Fort Osage National Historic Landmark in
Sibley. Re-enactor David Bennett of Parkville joined the
action, portraying Capt. Eli Clemson of the 1st U.S. Infantry.

ST. LOUIS | The popular Sou-
lard Farmers Market in St.
Louis could be in for some
changes, and not everybody is
happy about it.

The city of St. Louis runs the
232-year-old market, located
about halfway between Busch
Stadium and the Anheuser-
Busch brewery. City officials
are sensing an opportunity to
modernize the market, where
vendors offer a variety of
things, including pineapples,
chicken feet and gold chains.

Not everyone thinks change
is good. Many customers and
vendors worry that a newly
sanitized Soulard might

cleanse it of its gritty old soul.
“People come because they

like the prices and they like the
atmosphere,” said Rosina In-
serra, whose family has been
selling produce at Soulard for
more than 100 years. “If they
want to change that, then I
don’t know what to think.”

The number of farmers mar-
kets nationally has more than
doubled over the past decade,
and some say the market
should urge more farmers into
the mix. But many vendors
worry new sellers could drive
them from their turf and scare
away customers who rely on
the market but can’t afford the
higher prices that small-scale
producers typically command.

Market’s look may change 
The Associated Press


