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Brian Spano is employed full-time again after two summers
at home with his children, Emily, 5, and Jack, 8. Although
grateful for his new job, he misses playing at home. 

When Brian Spano looks out
his work window and sees a
beautiful summer day, there’s a
bit of a tug on his heart.

He can’t run outside and play.
For the last two summers

while he was on an extended
job hunt, he might have hit the
neighborhood pool with his
son. Now, back to work, he

again has to wait for evenings or
weekends.

On this Father’s Day week-
end, he’s one of millions of
American dads readjusting
their family lives as the econo-
my picks up and they find work
again. For many, it’s a work and
family balance different from
before the “mancession” hit
working men particularly hard.

Some have finally, gratefully,
found full-time jobs, but not
without a dose of wistfulness
for lost time at home. Others 

Dads work again,
but not like before
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Men hit by the recession
re-evaluate breadwinner
roles after spending
time at home with kids.

By DIANE STAFFORD
The Kansas City Star

KANSAS CITY EDITION WWW.KANSASCITY.COM SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2011

75¢

131ST YEAR | NO. 274 | 6 SECTIONS

Summer is the perfect time for
young readers to pick a book they
like, including some offerings from
local authors. | C1

FYI

The Royals opened the I-70 series with a 5-4 win
Friday night over the Cardinals in St. Louis. | B1

SPORTS DAILY

Imagine gliding silently by, your feet dan-
gling high above the giraffes, antelopes and
zebras of the African plains.

Now you can do just that — a
Sky Safari ride opening today
offers an altogether new way of
experiencing the Kansas City
Zoo.

“Awesome,” was a common
reaction from zoo patrons who
got free preview rides on Fri-
day.

“A million thumbs up,”
gushed 5-year-old Emily Light
of Kansas City.

The ride is essentially a ski
lift with open-air bench seats
that travel 1,550 feet in about
eight minutes—a leisurely
shortcut over a huge section of
the zoo. Riders get bird’s-eye
views of the zoo’s two giraffe
calves as well as animals on the
periphery of the open plain, such as cheetahs,
lions and an eight-month old rhino.

The lushness of the zoo grounds becomes
more apparent from above. The acoustics are
different, too. Instead of human chatter, one
hears only the occasional screech of a mon-
key or maybe a bird.

AFRICA FROM ABOVE | Sky Safari ride opens today at KC Zoo 

RICH SUGG | THE KANSAS CITY STAR

Visitors to the Kansas City Zoo on Friday got to try out the new sky ride over the African exhibit for free. Sky rides are becom-
ing increasingly popular at zoos across the country as a way to mix fun and education. 

Visitors get new view of zoo

RICH SUGG | THE
KANSAS CITY STAR

Giraffes are just
some of the
animals that
visitors can see
from above while
riding the Sky
Safari at the
Kansas City Zoo.

The $1.3 million attraction offers a
bird’s-eye look at giraffes, zebras, a
rhino and more.

By MATT CAMPBELL
The Kansas City Star
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@ Go to
KansasCity.com for
video and a photo
gallery.

J EFFERSON CITY | Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon
on Friday vetoed legislation that would
have required voters to show photo iden-

tification at the polls and allowed some ballots
to be cast before Election Day. 

In his formal veto message, Nixon said the bill
would disenfranchise voters who don’t have ac-
cess to a photo ID or the documents necessary
to obtain one, such as a birth certificate. Specifi-
cally, he said access to the ballot box could be
limited for seniors and the disabled. 

“Disenfranchising certain classes of persons is
not acceptable,” he wrote in the veto message.
Requiring voters to show a photo ID has been a
bitter partisan issue in Missouri and across the
country for years. Republicans say the measure
is necessary to prevent voter fraud, but Demo-
crats contend it addresses a nonexistent prob-
lem while, as Nixon suggested, blocking access
to the ballot.

Republicans called Nixon’s veto disappoint-
ing.

“The legislation would’ve brought greater in-
tegrity and helped keep fraud out of our election

MISSOURI | Legislation would
have allowed advance balloting

NIXON
VETOES
BILL ON
VOTER ID
Governor says the move to require
photo identification would limit
poll access for seniors, the disabled.

By JASON NOBLE 
The Star’s

Jefferson City correspondent
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Shawn Francis Ratigan saw his future with the
Catholic Church in 1979 as he stood with about
340,000 other believers in an Iowa farm field.

Pope John Paul II was making his first Ameri-
can visit, and Ratigan, a 13-year-old Boy Scout
and the son of working-class parents from Grain
Valley, traveled with a youth group on Oct. 4 to
the Living History Farms just outside of Des
Moines to see the pontiff.

Years later, when he spoke about the experi-
ence with a reporter from the Catholic Key, the
local diocesan newspaper, Ratigan rhapsodized
about the image of a charismatic leader shep-
herding the faithful.

“To see him out in that field was incredible,”
Ratigan said before his own ordination in 2004.
“There were hundreds of thousands of people.
You saw the universal church.”

With the seed planted, Ratigan waited a few 

Before furor,
Ratigan raised
few red flags
The scandal surrounding the priest
has reached far, but his actions mainly
raised eyebrows only in hindsight.

By MARK MORRIS
and GLENN E. RICE

The Kansas City Star
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TOMORROW IN THE STAR: INSIDE ST. JOHN’S REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER ON THE DAY THE DEADLY TORNADO HIT JOPLIN.

TODAY’S WEATHER: LOW 71, HIGH 87. MORNING RAIN FOLLOWED BY THUNDERSTORMS. | B12

$49 for dental exam, 
cleaning, upper bleaching
system. $210 value. Thomas
L. Anderson DDS 
(3 locations)

Check out the ad on page A2 to
find out how to get this deal, or go
online to dealsaver.com/kansascity.

Heavy rainfall expected
in the Dakotas is 
raising new concerns
about flooding. | A4

Doctors are being asked
to help spot when older
patients are victims of
financial fraud. | A14
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