
A8 FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2011 WWW.KANSASCITY.COMFROM THE COVER | THE KANSAS CITY STAR.

thought there were few ways as
good as dancing.

The children have come —
close to 200, some every day,
some once a week or more.
They represent 17 Raytown
schools.On Aug. 11, the last af-
ternoon of camp, all the stu-
dents in the “Wynn Twins Let’s
Move Camp 2011” are sched-
uled to dance outside the
school at 10818 E. 79th St.

Kymberli Copridge, 15, soon
to be a sophomore at Raytown
South High School, will be
among them. Every day, she
and her sister, Kelli, 9, have
walked nearly two miles each
way to the school in the blazing
heat.

“Because I love to dance,”
says Kymberli, who also dances
at her church. She has lost
more than 8 pounds.

Fourth-grader Jadyn Ramey,
9, a regular member of the
Wynn Twins dance team
whose father danced there as a
kid, said she’s lost 7 pounds or
more.

“I’ve been weighing myself,”

ing over 1.56 times the national
average on food at the eight
largest chains. Wichita ranked
third. Plano, Texas, was No. 1.

Some 17 percent of children
ages 2 to 19 are now deemed
obese, more than three times
the rate recorded in the early
1970s, according to the federal
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. 

Among African-American
and Hispanic children, 40 per-
cent are obese. Long-term con-
sequences are massive and
costly, ranging from diabetes to
life-shortening heart disease.

Some positive steps have
been taken since February
2010, when the first lady
launched “Let’s Move!”, a na-
tionwide initiative to combat
childhood obesity.

Locally, the city of Blue
Springs in March declared it-
self a “Let’s Move!” city, dedi-
cated to fostering better health
through, among other initia-
tives, city-sponsored exercise
and sports events, as well
changes in school menus.

Nationwide, retailers — in-
cluding Wal-Mart —have
vowed to offer healthier foods
at their stores. School food-ser-
vice providers have similarly
said they would reduce the fat,
salt and sugar fed to kids. 

This week, Cincinnati agreed
to put salad bars in its public
schools, while McDonald’s
USA announced it would soon
serve Happy Meals with apples
and fewer fries.

Wynn thought that for many
children the problem wasn’t a
lack of desire to be fit, but a
lack of opportunity.

In April, she sent fliers to
schools throughout Raytown
to promote a free summer
dance camp, offered four days
a week, from 4 to 5 p.m., to any
school-age child.

“People asked, ‘What’s the
catch?’ ” Wynn says. “I said,
‘There is no catch.’ ”

The purpose is fitness. She

she said, elated.
Jadyn’s friend Jade Eche-

verry, 9, has lost a similar
amount of weight.

At the studio, the group, with
10 boys among the dancers,
pump their arms and hips, spin
left, then right, and around.
They gallop up one side of the
studio and back again.

Wynn counts off: “Five, six,
seven, eight!” New music. New
moves.

The dancers sweat and pant.
“Are you tired?!” Wynn

shouts.
Cries of “yes” and “no” mix

together. Kids smile. Parents
watch from the studio’s edges.

The vast majority of the kids
are here mostly to have fun
rather than to lose weight.
They love to dance.

But Latonya Velasquez says
that for her daughter, Letesia, 6,
thin and fit, dancing has also
been a tremendous aid in help-
ing control her asthma. Al-
though Letesia still needs to
take daily medication, her
nighttime breathing treatments

have virtually disappeared.
Sheila Porter brought her

twin 8-year-old daughters, Syd-
nee and Simone. Simone uses a
wheelchair because of cerebral
palsy.

“It can be difficult for people
in wheelchairs to get exercise,”
Porter says.

More than exercise, the class
has allowed her daughters to
meet new friends.

Since beginning the camp,
Wynn says she has been trying
to conscript other area dance
schools into starting a free
summer school of their own. 

Although some dance in-
structors seem open to the
idea, Wynn says she has faced
resistance from schools con-
cerned about opening their
doors for free.

In her studio, music blasts. 
“We already have camp set

up for next summer,” she says.
The dancing continues.

To reach Eric Adler, call 816-
234-4431 or send e-mail to
eadler@kcstar.com.
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1884, but only in 1993 became
the country’s only fully federal-
funded, four-year university
for Native Americans.

Appointed in June, Redman
officially stepped into the post
July 3 after six years with what
is now the Bureau of Indian
Education in Washington D.C.

The 48-year-old Oklahoma
Chickasaw earned his bache-
lor’s degree in business admin-
istration and a master’s in be-
havioral health and psychology,
both from the University of
Oklahoma. Early in his career,
he worked with teens with
multiple disciplinary issues. 

Redman already has ad-
dressed security problems by
having the Haskell campus
video system repaired and ex-
panding the staff needed to
monitor it.

“What good is having cam-
eras if nobody ever looks at the
video,” he asked, laughing. He
also has contracted with a se-
curity firm to patrol the cam-
pus.

A key goal is to expand de-
gree offerings from four to six
or seven. “It does no good for
students to leave here with de-
grees that can’t get jobs,” Red-
man said. 

A push by Linda Sue Warner,
the previous president, for new
degree programs, however, led
to a vote of no confidence from
Haskell’s Board of Regents and
calls for her ouster in 2008.

Many at the school and at the
federal level, Redman said,
“may have thought we were
not ready.”

He spoke of moving slower,
in time adding degrees in lib-
eral arts, accounting and some-
thing in the health field, per-
haps nursing. But he gave no
time frame on Thursday.

Four interim presidents led
the school after September
2009, when Warner was moved
off campus by the Bureau of In-
dian Education, sent to a tem-
porary posts in New Mexico
and Oklahoma. 

During that period, U.S. Sen.
Pat Roberts of Kansas was
bombarded with complaints
involving personnel, bullying
tactics and squandered funds.

Redman contended the com-
plaints stemmed from uncer-
tainty about the direction of
the university and its future.

“If you have disruption in
leadership, that puts things in
flux,” Redman said. 

He said he wants to create an
atmosphere of involvement,
encouraging students and staff
to discuss concerns without
fear of retribution

“My first goal is unity,” he
said. “I have no tolerance for
bullies. I don’t believe in a sit-
uation where an employee is
afraid to talk to the employer.
I’m going to do everything I
can to make sure no one has to
fear for their job.”

Redman called the litany of
complaints at Haskell, “a dis-
traction that took so much at-
tention away from what we
want to do … build up students
and work on life-long learning. 

“I’d like to see Haskell built
up more as a family again. That
is what will hold it together.”

The school, an enclave of
about 950 students, all at least
one-fourth Native American,
was listed last year in Wash-
ington Monthly magazine as
having the fifth-worst dropout
rate among four-year colleges
in the country. The magazine
said one in 10 of its bachelor-
degree-seeking students grad-
uates.

Those numbers are incor-
rect, Redman said, because it
factored in all students, includ-
ing those enrolled for associate
degrees and who leave after
two years. The actual gradua-
tion rate for those in bachelor’s
programs is 26 percent, not 9
percent, he said.

“But that 26 percent is not
good enough for me, either.” 

This year, some of a $1.6 mil-
lion grant received last Octo-
ber will go to a mentoring, tu-
toring and academic counsel-
ing program to help keep stu-
dents on track to graduation.

And down the road, Redman
said, he’d like to see laws
changed to allow an endow-
ment of funds raised by alumni
to build up the school’s athletic
program and provide scholar-
ships. 

Although students at Haskell
don’t pay tuition — a treaty
promised free education —
they do pay a maximum of
$250 a semester in fees. But,
Redman said, some students
with families who live off cam-
pus could use help with living
expenses. That could keep
some from giving up on col-
lege. 

“I’ve been impressed with
the strength and tenacity I’ve
seen at Haskell,” Redman said.
“That’s what has drawn me
back here. I think we have built
up momentum. Many people
are talking about the future
now rather than the past.”
To reach Mará Rose Williams,
call 816-234-4419 or send e-mail
to mdwilliams@kcstar.com.

HASKELL: School
gets new president
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about, Rep. Jeff Flake, an Ari-
zona Republican, said, “I think
that’s rather obvious. ... There’s
negotiations going on.”

Based on public statements
by lawmakers themselves, it
appeared that five of some two
dozen holdouts were from
South Carolina. The state is
also represented by Sen. Jim
DeMint, who has solid ties to
tea party groups and is a strong
critic of compromising on the
debt issue.

A few first-term conserva-
tives slipped into a small cha-
pel a few paces down the hall
from the Capitol Rotunda as
they contemplated one of the
most consequential votes of
their careers.

Asked if he was seeking di-
vine inspiration, Rep. Tim
Scott, a South Carolina Repub-
lican, said that had already hap-
pened. “I was leaning no, and

now I am a
no.”

Many more
congregated
in the office of
the chief GOP
vote counter,
Rep. Kevin
McCarthy of
California,

perhaps drawn to the 19 boxes
of pizza that were rolled in.
Boehner joined them but did
not speak to reporters.

“Clock ticks towards August
2, House is naming post offices,
while leaders twist arms for a
pointless vote. No wonder peo-
ple hate Washington,” White
House communications direc-
tor Dan Pfeiffer tweeted.

The House earlier in the eve-
ning had shifted abruptly from
the debt ceiling debate to dis-
cussion of a bill to rename a
post office in Peoria, Ill.

Earlier, Boehner had exuded

optimism.
“Let’s pass this bill and end

the crisis,” Boehner said. “It
raises the debt limit and cuts
government spending by a
larger amount.”

Obama has threatened to
veto the measure, and in de-
bate on the House floor, Demo-
cratic Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz of Florida savaged it as
a “Republican plan for default.”
She said the GOP hoped to
“hold our economy hostage
while forcing an ideological
agenda” on the country.

Despite the sharp rhetoric,
there were signs that gridlock
might be giving way.

“Around here you’ve got to
have deadlock before you have
breakthrough,” said Sen. Kent
Conrad, a North Dakota Demo-
crat. “We’re at that stage now.”

Wall Street suffered fresh
losses as Congress struggled to
break its long gridlock. The

Dow Jones industrial average
was down for a fifth straight
session.

The Treasury Department
moved ahead with plans to
hold its regular weekly auction
of three-month and six-month
securities on Monday. Yet offi-
cials offered no information on
what steps would be taken if
Congress failed to raise the na-
tion’s $14.3 trillion debt limit by
the following day.

Without signed legislation
by Tuesday, the Treasury will
not have enough funds to pay
all the nation’s bills. Adminis-
tration officials have warned of
potentially calamitous effects
on the economy if that happens
— a spike in interest rates, a
plunge in stock markets and a
tightening in the job market in
a nation already struggling
with unemployment over 9
percent.

White House press secretary

Jay Carney outlined White
House compromise terms:
“significant deficit reduction, a
mechanism by which Congress
would take on the tough issues
of tax reform and entitlement
reform and a lifting of the debt
ceiling beyond ... into 2013.”

The last point loomed as the
biggest obstacle.

The House bill would cut
spending by $917 billion over a
decade, principally by holding
down costs for hundreds of
government programs ranging
from the Park Service to the
Agriculture Department and
foreign aid.

It also provides an immedi-
ate debt limit increase of $900
billion, which is less than half
of the total needed to meet
Obama’s insistence that there
be no replay of the current cri-
sis in the heat of the 2012 elec-
tion campaigns.

An additional $1.6 trillion in

borrowing authority would be
conditioned on passage of
spending cuts of a greater
amount.

The GOP bill’s $917 billion in
upfront spending cuts was tril-
lions less than many tea party-
backed rank-and-file Republi-
can lawmakers wanted..

While the White House and
Democrats objected to the
House bill, they readied an al-
ternative that contained simi-
larities.

Drafted by Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid, it provides
for $2.7 trillion in additional
borrowing authority for the
Treasury. It also calls for cuts of
$2.2 trillion, including about $1
trillion in Pentagon savings
that assume the end of the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Even before the House voted,
Reid served notice he would
stage a vote to kill the legisla-
tion almost instantly.

DEBT: Political wrangling lasts late into evening as tension grows

Boehner 
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and start sharing  
your knowledge tomorrow

Our Master of Arts in Education 
and Innovation includes 21 credits 
of your choice. It’s almost like 
designing your own degree!

Apply Today to Start in August
Also available:  
M.A. in Teaching English as a Second 
Language

Teachers! Design Your Own Degree 

Kansas City Metropolitan Campus
I-435 and Holmes

816-444-1000 • webster.edu/kc

80652

 Fuel 
Your
TODAY’S CODE NUMBER

www.StarAdvantageKC.com

12600 Quivira Road  •   Overland Park, KS 66213  •   EdwardsCampus.KU.edu

Went from on the project to project manager.

With 24 undergraduate and 
graduate degree options, 
including our new bachelor 
of business, the KU Edwards 
Campus is your ticket to 
enhanced credentials and an 
accelerated career.

For an appointment  

Call today 
 Start feeling better tomorrow

Liberty Pain Management
1512 A-HWY #A-1, Liberty, MO 64068

816-415-4008

Do you suffer from 
ARTHRITIS?

We understand that pain is a real problem 
and not something that can be fixed with 
injections, therapy or medication alone.  
Our staff’s 50 years of medical experience 
 ensures that we understand each patient  
and their unique symptoms.
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